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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Protests in New York and California against Ghana’s LGBTQI+ Hate Bill on Monday October 11,
2021

On October 11, 2021, LGBTQ+ Ghanaians and allies will lead rallies in Harlem, New York (12pm EST)
and in Oakland, CA (4pm PST) against an anti-LGBTQI+ hate bill in Ghana to be discussed when the
country’s Parliament resumes on October 26, 2021. The proposed Promotion of Proper Human Sexual
Rights and Ghanaian Family Values bill would criminalize LGBTQI+ identities and allyship, imposing
harsh sentences ranging from fines to forced conversion therapy and up to 10 years imprisonment.
Monday’s protests will be among several international demonstrations calling for Ghana’s Parliament to
block the bill and urge the President Nana Akuffo-Addo to veto it, if it passes.

The anti-LGBTQI+ bill, which is the harshest in Africa, was drafted following a conference led by the
US-based right-wing hate group World Congress of Families and is a compilation of past laws the group
has drafted. The proposed law would suppress human rights and civil liberties by criminalizing the
“promotion, advocacy, funding and act of homosexuality in all its forms.” The law would impede HIV
and other health services for LGBTQI+ people. The bill would also require suspected LGBTQI+ people
to “recant” their sexual and gender identities and pay for conversion therapy to avoid prison time.
Ultimately, the law would torture and endanger the lives and health of LGBTQI+ Ghanaians.

The introduction of the hate bill and biased local media coverage of the issue has intensified an already
dangerous climate for LGBTQI+ and increased the occurrence of hate crimes. If passed, the law would
push Ghana’s LGBTQI+ community further into the shadows and increase incidents of violence. It would
also chill speech online and abroad by allowing the extradition and prosecution of Ghanaian advocates
and allies. Activists for LGBTQI+ rights would be targeted and face up to 10 years in prison, if convicted.

The protesters gathering on Monday reject the narrative that the misnomered bill will promote Ghanaian
cultural norms and “family values.” Rather, the bill--which is premised on a British colonial-era sodomy
law -- would impose harsh fines and prison sentences on Ghanaian families for failure to report their
LGBTQI+ loved ones.

The ‘Decolonize Ghana’ demonstration honors Indigenous People’s Day as well as National Coming Out
Day by promoting the right of all LGBTQI+ Ghanaians to self-determination, free expression, and
freedom from violence.

A social media kit for Monday’s protests is available here. For more information, visit:
https://linktr.ee/killthehatebill. You can follow the actions on social media using the following hashtags:

#QueerGhanaianLivesMatter
#KillTheBillGhana
#Ghanagetsbetter
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